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WISCONSIN LEGISLATIVE CGUNCIL

T Terry C Anderson, Divector

G QFROM:'. -'R{)bertj Conlm bemor Staif Atwmty

' .:- : _RE: _ 2005 Assembly Bxﬂ 61 Reiatmg, zo the Resadency of Ccrtam Electlon Ofﬁma}s o

U Laura DO Rose, Deputy Director

: This méﬁléréhdﬁm déqé'r'ibés'ﬁ{.)'()ﬁ Aéséﬂ'}b}y Bxll 61 '\,%'/ﬁich: .r'efai.es' to the residéﬁc.\f:of ééﬁéin RE

B fclecfxo& officials. The bill was mtroduced by Representatwe Kerkman and others; and was cosponsored g R
" by Senator Wirchand others. The bill is scheduled for a pu’ohc hcarmg, in the Assembly Campm;:ns and R NIOn

- ._I::lechons Comm;itee on Thurqday, Febmary 3, 2{)05

CURREF\’TLAW

Under cnrrent Iaw an electlon ofﬁcml 18 reqmred 10 be a remdent o% the mummpahty in which :_:_-_ e

s '..'_-ihe official : serves. " Also, with some exceptions, an election official at a polling place must be a qualified -

S 'elector of the ward or eicct;on dlstnct i()r whwh the po}hag piace is cstabhshed Excepnons io {hls iaiter '_ L 5
s reqmrement mciude v : L s . . . ST

A 16 or 17’ year old h;g,h f;chool ﬁtudem may be a poH Werker a’z ’{he poilm‘g place s er‘n% his S

-_ or her resadence

- Spemal I‘Céisti'ati()i’l deputi&:s Who regts’ier electors on elecmon day at ihe poils may be__'_ o e

"appomted ‘{0 serve at aﬂy poilmgs p}ace Wlthm the mumczpzzhty R o -_ o

' . Poli Workers may be reass;g,ned to serve at another poﬁhz!.g, place wzihm {he mummpahiv 10 :_'
G _'_assure adequate stafﬁna : : K : R

fone .-":'3._ Electwn ofhclals may b{: appomied to serve at a polimg place that serve% multiple warés B

i . _'_'E]ecnon Gfﬁcmk may be apposnied to hil a vacancy ai a polimgz place in another waré |

()maias{ ’\/Iam '%mct Suite 4(}1 PO Box 25%6 \iadls{)n W[ 537(}1 2536 R R RN
(608) 266-1304 » Fax: {608) 266-3830 » Email: Jeg, L(}unclialwlksim wi uc '_ o L
. . - hm "/www kgls statu musfk, R o Sl




2005 Assembly B;II 61 pmwdes ihat a mumczpal clerk or d1rect0r of a mumupal board Of_ S

elecuon commissioners, ‘or-a deputy of either of these officials, may be appointed to serve as a special - o

| registration deputy to register electors at thc polls on . electlon day, or ‘may be appomted to fill a poll -

worker ‘vacam,y, ‘even if such ofﬁcml is not a resident of thc mumcipalztv However under the blH the - . | |
~official must be a res;dem ef 1he state and no more than two such mdmduais could be appomted to guch- S

: pnmtmm

i - If 3"’“ ha‘*’e any quesiions on ﬂns memorandum please fee] free to' comacéc me at 1};3 L eglsiative SE R
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Assembly Bill 61
State Representatwe Samantha Kerkmaﬂ

Assembiy Commlttee on Campalgns and Electmns S R

Februarys 2905 .

| '--'-f.":Chalrman Freese aﬁd members of the Assembly Cemmittee on Campa1gns and Eiechons thank '
- ..you for taking the time to hear testlmany on Assembly Bill 61 ‘With me ’coday is Diana’ Dyks’aa : e

. Clerk of the City of Lake Geneva 1would like to give you some background mformatwn on the : o
:Eegzsiatlon and then I W;ll tum 1t over to Dlana to expiam what she is encountermg at the Iocal'_' SR

. level

' | -_.-_j;.Assemny Bﬂl 61 provzdes cm‘acai support to mummpahtzes on’ Eiectlon Day Under current. _
~law, election officials must be an eiector of the municipality in which they serve on E}ectxon Day

Af they want to- work at the polis Should a ‘polling loca’non need additional assistance wzth.i.__' G
_reglstratlons a clerk or. deputy clerk wouid be. unable to ass1st unless they resnie within the -
g -municipality. It may appear to be a hmzted issue, ‘but in fac:t nuUmerous clerks and . theur[-'_ P

s deputies. fail to reside within their mumapahty in: “Wisconsin. T?ms means we are takmg the .
. most expenenced workers away from the polls on Election Day These folks are the ones who "

_ i can answer questlons ‘and catch voter fraud -These same cierks and deputies have the abﬂﬂy to ': g
S _regtster voters any. other day of the year, }ust not: Eiecﬁoﬁ Day¥ Why should we iake the most_ R

i _-_:-'competent sttaff oui: of the mix on the bus1est days of i:he year? R

: i _"Assembiy 8111 61 states that mumczpai derks and depu‘cy clerks w111 have the ablhty to regzster;-_-’ "
i voters on . ‘Election Day, regaréiess of whether they réside in ‘the mumapahty “This snnple'_ S
L change w111 reheve so many. commumties from the stresses assoczated with Election Day Piease S

R -_..fev:ew the document attached to my teshmony for further explanatwﬁ to the extent of the_;‘_'_ Mo

B 'problem

'. = .Thls legzslation omgmaiiy drafted by my. predecessor former Representatzve Cloyd Porter was '_
: :_‘Drought forward based upon concerns raised by mumapal clerks. Since 1997 this. 1eg1s£at10n*“f U

- has seen sxgmfmaﬁt changes in the languao“e, tightemng itso that abuses on Election Day cannot. - g

; . _';occur This final product Assembly Bill 61, represents numerous hours of Work wath mumczpai"}’ _- :. o
cierks, Leglslative Reference Bureau, Leglsiatrve Councﬂ and Colleagues I beheve we have a S

. '_product that has been fanely turied wrltten S(“) i:hat the Eeglslatxve mtent 13 clear

| '_'__:Agam, thank you for your tn'ne At this time I would ilke 1o i—urn the ﬂoor over to D1ana'f E
SRS _';:__'Dykstra Clerk of the City Of Lake Geneva B ' s i '

i Gﬁice ?O Bsx 89'54 N&adssoﬂ w:scomm 53708*8952 Phoﬁe 663 2&6 530> ?ax 668 282 3666 E- -] Rep Kerkmaﬁ@legxs state ws us
B : . : i‘iﬁme P{} SOX 156 PGwers iake,WascGnsm 53‘559 Ph{}ne 262 2?9 EDS? R _



" Assembly Bill o1 Rep Kerkman Tesimony

deespread Need for Change

B mummpahty

V}Eiage of Campbeilsport'l-_' R
- Village of Coleman
Vﬂiage of Sauk Caty_'_' S
: - Town Of Polk "
e '3_ Viiiage of thfseiaw_- '
Viliage of Endeavor
R Village of Bangor -
e Vﬂiage of M()ntlcelio
i City of Jefferson’ -
'_-VIHage ofShorewood PR
7 Village of Ri_ver Hills S
. City of Brookfield
Vﬁiage of Linden -
Vﬂlage of johnson Creek - ' ¥ _
Vﬂlage of Roberts
City of Pittsville 07
‘Vﬂlage of ‘Egg Ha;‘bor R
- City of Lake Geneva =" . "
. Village of Woedvﬂle
Vﬂlage of Biue River
Caty of Stoughton
S Vlllage of Biron oo
Vlnage_ofmegsﬁon R
C Villageof Arema
S -'_-'vgﬁage of Twin Lakes
- City of Cedarburg
Vlllage of Poynetie L
e VIEEage of Birchwood o
'_ Vil‘age of North Ecnd du Lac
S Val]age of Muscoda.
Vﬂlage ‘Avoca . P R R
Vlllage of Mukwcnago e
: Town of Deiaﬁeid
Town of Westport B
~ City of Dodgeville .~
_City of Oconto R
Vlllage of Hobart R

Z_:'T he followmg hst contams mummpahtzes whose cierks or deputy cierks currently faﬁ to resxde o 3
i ~within their mumapahty This list is not, comprehenswe, instead sunpiy a hstmg of those who ': i _ _
i have contacted Rup Kerkman S office With the ﬁeed for thls 1egzsiatwe c‘xange 101‘ their spemﬁc_': '3_ Ll



~ Assembly Bill 61 - Rep. Kerkman Testimony

Extenswe Support Across the State L

The followmg hst Contams .rnunzc;pahties whose clerks or deputv clerks contacted Rep S

Kerkman E offzce wzth i‘hEH contmued support of the leg1slat10n thls sessmn

Vlllage of Oregon S
Town of Waukesha =~
Town of Merton . .
Vlllage of Harfland =~ TR
. City of Fitchburg -+ - S S
Town of LaGrange'_' S
Clty of Sheboygan' ~~ =
S _'Vziiage of Elmwood Park
o Vlllage of Mc?arland
oo ity of Milton -
Town of Mountam _
Vﬂlage of Montlceiio '
Vlllage of Lannon S
Vﬂlage of Reedsvziie S R
Town of ’\/Ienasha G
Town of E)urm

Extenswe Suppm‘t Across ihe Staie in Prev:mus Years

The §oﬂowmg hs‘c contams mumcxpahties whose Clerks or deputy clerks contacted Rep;

Kerkman s offxce w1th thear support durmg prewous sessmns

Town of Hartford
Clty of River F alls
-City of Bayfleid
*City of Wausau ST
Clty of Wlsconsm Raplds S
- Town of Three Lakes =
Town of Sprmgfieid
5 Vlllage of German‘cown
CiW of Colby R
C1ty of New Berim B 1_-.': DT
+City of Muskego .
_ Vﬁ lage of Bameveld
e V}H&ge of Wausaukee _
Czi‘y of Bayﬁeld S
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o Representatwe Stephen Freese SR
'RoomllSWest T
S :S’{a‘ie Capitoi
- .P.0.Box 8952
' .-'_Madlson 53708

I _._'Dear Representatwe Freese

o ; I wanted to personaliy thank you for ihe opportumty to speak to the Electmns Commzttee : Sy
o ii-i-.jregardmgABé} - L R LS : R T,

| '.I also Wanteci io offer my suppert for your iegzs}atlon regardmg Umform Polhng Heurs -
oo Youare absoiutely correct and Tam hopeful this legislation will pass $0'it can be SR )
R 1mpiemented wnh thc:: new Stalewade Voter Regzstratmn systern that wﬂi ba m place later RO
: -'_"__'thss year. ' . . SO R S

ST & testlﬁed that i have helped res1dents ‘s,ote by Absentee Ballo‘{ the mommg of Efectlfm S
S .'_"_'Day since our polls donot open untii 9am. We are a commuter City.- A majorﬂy of our _' e
0 __populatton works out31de of the Clty, in Milwaukee, Racine, Kenosha or Chicago. Ao

R surrounding Tovmshlps open their polls anywhere from 7am-8am. After my tes‘ameny, I_- s

S had a State Electmns Board worker tell me I am doing somethlng ﬂlegal SR

L -3-1f the people 1a am helpmg are registered voters, I have them ﬁll out Ehe appropmate ISR
o apphcatmns and T am not in. any way partisan about whom Ihe}p, 1 sm}piy feel Tam .' R
.- going above and beyond to accommodate the public. T certamiy have tried to getour. -
o polls: to open earfy by Ordinance, however the changes are ‘obviously too much for the R R
- current Council to make that change 1 need Umform 1’011 Hours set by the State so I can . o R
e _meet the needs ofthe pubhc S R R L FERROORR S

o Agam ify yeu ever have quest:ons or concpms regardmg the effect of any preposed
i _Ieglsiatlon piease feei free to contact me. While T’ may not remde in your district, Ifeei HEE RSN
- as'a Certified Mumc;pai Clerk }wou]d be ab]e to offer advzce or :mstances or examples -' '- R

S .f()fyoutouse - AN L S . PR )

Diana“l)yksira CMC



Toftness, Jenmfer

a :Fr_o_r_r_;:; Dsana kasira [ddykstra@csiyofiakegeneva com}
. Sent:..Monday; ?ebruary 28, 2005 5 24 PM :
-Tb:'.--"'_RepKerkman SRR

' "'Sub;ect gleason ietter S

f._Sam here is a copy of a tetter that I am send;ng Ph:l Koss for electson issues: !t is one of 4 letters I am sendmg htm
- thought with all the election stuff going on you can pass this one on too, This girl was so heart broken that someone filled out.

| - the registration form using her.name and messed up her address. Luck;ly the pesi man found her house and she Eeamed of B } B

' this and was able to vote. Otherwise it could have been dlfferent
"I have copies of it if you ever needed it Take care .
“Hope your feelmg weEt B o SO

g "Qlana : .

e



o '-.-PhﬂhpA Koss :_ e

i Walworth County District. Attomey

P.0.Box 1001

Elkhorn, W1 53121 |

S Dear Phﬁ

i AS Czty Clerk I Went throug,h thc hundreds of maﬂ -in registrat;on forms just before the
o November Eiection and T sent those back that chd not completely fill out the reglstration
G “~applications. The address provzded on Laura Gleason’s form was invalid, and there wWas .
7o quahfymGr 1dent;ﬁca‘uon prowded Iretumed the form fo the I\zew Voters Pro;ect PR T
oo owhich s the estabhshment ’ihat maﬂed hundreds of apphcatmns in the last days before the o
" -'.'eiecnon : R SR A R e

In return, the New Voter S Pm_]eci maﬂed Laura her apphcation With a letter aia’tmg her o
~ofthe returned form. Laura came to me on November 1, 2004 with ¢ concerns that this o

S form was a fraud. She did not fill out the form and that was not her mgnature She: has '

o _'sagned an af’ﬁdavn mdmatmg 50..

g En the end I was able to reg}ster the real Laura Gleason and she was abie to vote wathout ST

e : situation, however this could have potenﬁafly been a serious violation. If you remember'.'_-’ SR
L _the New Voter’s Project was ‘setting up registratmn tables throug:hout the state and

= malhng forms to Clerks up umﬂ Eiectlon Day

L If any resoWe was to comc—: to thas Satua’mm I weuld hope that it wouid be that omy =
i cemﬁed reglstratlon dcputzes are ailowed io revister Voters for eiections e

Smcereiy, :

e 'Dlana Dykstra C M C

R -C1ty Cierk



